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Ko wai au

Ko Hāmene te whakapaparangamai 

Engari ko Raumati te whenua tupu

Inaianei ko Waikanae e noho nei au

Ko Arlo taku tama

He Kaiako ahau i Te Kura 
Manawaroa o Pipitea



Overview:

❏ Riding the education pendulum.

❏ What is it all for?

❏ Finding the sweet spot.



Riding The Education Pendulum
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Enter Teaching

“Is this worth credits?”

“What do I need to get 
excellence/merit/achieved?”

“We want more games and practice 
exam questions”

“I wish we did more exam questions 
that you give us feedback on.”

“Monday Funday” : “Textbook Tuesday”

“Detailed Double for Excellence”

Weekly exam Qs, marked, with 
feedback. 











And the results were…

Positive!

Two classes getting only Merit or 
Excellence in their D.G tests.

Round of applause from students on 
the last day of the term.

A.I Generated



Positive?

“How will I memorise all three 
standards?” 

“You didn’t teach us that question”

“What are substitutes?” from a Year 12 
student who got straight Es in Year 11.

“I don’t want to think … I just want to 
know what to write”

A.I Generated
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Memorisation 

Conceptual Understanding

Critical and Creative Thinking

Genuine Application

Using grades as a 
‘carrot’ motivator = 
more motivation for 
memorising tests.

But leads to poorer 
performance in terms 

of thinking and 
understanding.

Dan Pink - Drive - The Surprising Truth 
About What Motivates Us.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6XAPnuFjJc&pp=ygUTZGFuIHBpbmsgbW90aXZhdGlvbg%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6XAPnuFjJc&pp=ygUTZGFuIHBpbmsgbW90aXZhdGlvbg%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6XAPnuFjJc&pp=ygUTZGFuIHBpbmsgbW90aXZhdGlvbg%3D%3D
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Planning

How do we enable students to find

Purpose
In their learning beyond grades?

How do we enable students to sense

Mastery
In their learning beyond grades?

How do we enable students to build

Autonomy
In their learning process?













And the results were…

Positive!

Far less anxiety and stress in the 
classroom.

Better engagement in learning and 
contexts. 

“Hey Mr. did you hear that…”

Economic understanding was much 
better, students reported the exams 
felt easy - even pointed out errors in 
the exam!

A.I Generated



2018

2019

Summary of 
all results for 
all standards 
assessed in 
year 12 
economics. 

Includes 
externals and 
internals all 
years. 

Balance of 
internal and 
external 
assessment 
remained 
unchanged.



So we went further… to this



And the results were…

Negative!

Huge increase in anxiety in the 
classroom, drop in engagement.

Some students dropping the class as 
they weren’t sure what to do.

Level of learning and interest dropped.

Where did it all go wrong?

A.I Generated



What is it all for?



What are we hoping to achieve in economics education?

Teacher

● Engage students in economics.

● Achieve deep, genuine learning 
enabling students to tackle 
society’s grand challenges.

● Earn an income.

Students

● Do well in their assessments to 
gain qualification/endorsement

● Have fun/do and learn interesting 
stuff.

So how do we achieve this?



Finding the sweet spot 



Striving to gain the best of both worlds
1. Build trust through early, open dialogue around approach and assessment.

2. Incorporate whole class routines, teacher led explicit instruction, and regular 
reflections on progress against set, clear indicators. 

3. Teach context simultaneously and equally to content - helping students find 
their passion/interests and therefore purpose for learning. 

4. Give autonomy to students for the context of their assessments (internals) 
and the mode of presentation (where it adds value). 



Building Trust





What are our roles in this team? 

Me

● Understand the requirements of 
the assessment really well.

● Design learning experiences and 
tasks that prepare you for these.

● Bring relevant current 
events/issues into our learning.

You

● Fully engage in class discussion, 
listening, thinking, questioning.

● Complete all set tasks, respond 
to feedback.

● Explore the news, find your 
interests, broaden your horizons.



Class Routines, Explicit Instruction, 
Teaching both Context and Content



International Trade, Tariffs 
and Market Efficiency

Understanding current geopolitical tensions and the 
debate between free trade and protectionism.



Goals for this topic:

❏ Define Key Terms:

❏ Imports and Import Payments, Exports and Export Receipts, Tariffs,

❏ Accurately show the impacts of international trade using the price taker model.

❏ Explain how international trade impacts consumer and producer surplus, and 
allocative efficiency.

❏ Accurately show the impacts of tariffs on the price taker model.

❏ Explain how tariffs impact consumer/producer surplus, government revenue, 
and allocative efficiency. 



Key Terms.



Key Terms - Copy into your book.

Imports: Goods and services brought in from another country for sale in NZ.

Import Payments: The money paid for imported goods and services.

Exports: Goods and services produced in NZ which are sold to international 
consumers.

Export Receipts: The money received for selling goods and services overseas. 

Tariffs: A tax on imported goods.





Why is there such strong cross-political 
party support for Free Trade Agreements 

in Aotearoa?



Showing the Impacts of International 
Trade - The Price Taker Model
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Tariffs



Tariffs and ‘Trade Wars’ However…

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wMKRPv-bc38&t=18
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_-ukXg_k_8


Tariff on Imported Goods
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Tariff on Imported Goods
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manufacturing.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wMKRPv-bc38&t=111


Tariff on Imported Goods
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M1Gain in US 
manufacturing.

“Empty 
Shelves”

Higher prices

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wMKRPv-bc38&t=111
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_-ukXg_k_8&t=38


Tariff on Imported Goods
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The Trump administration has announced sweeping tariffs on goods from 
many countries, aiming to increase US manufacturing and jobs. Critics 
worry this will harm consumers through higher prices. 
 

The US market for meat. 

for meat

US farmers
of meat

for  meat



What economic concept supports the 
point of this meme? 

● Law of Supply

What model would illustrate this? 

● Demand/Supply model with a 
maximum price. 

Is there anything missing that would 
challenge the point of this meme? 

● Elasticity of Supply - in this 
timeframe could be 
perfectly/relatively inelastic. 



Autonomy in Context





No reira…
● Establish trust first. 

● Find the sweet spot between autonomy and teacher led instruction.

● Teach context alongside content. 

So we can…

● Prepare students for tackling grand challenges.



Please reach out anytime you wish to 
collaborate/share resources. 

james.weston@wgc.school.nz 

mailto:james.weston@wgc.school.nz

